AGM TENNIS FIXTURES REPORT 2017

WINTER 16/17

	Teams
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Conceded

	Men's 1
	3
	1
	0
	

	Men's 2
	0
	2
	0
	1


SUMMER 2016

	Teams
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Conceded

	Men's 1
	5
	0
	5
	

	Men's 2
	5
	1
	1
	1

	Men's Vets
	4
	4
	1
	1

	Midweek Mens Vets
	1         (Conceded by Blackheath)
	0
	5
	

	Mixed Midweek Vets
	1                             (Conceded by Sundridge
	0
	6
	


I have reports from all the Team Captains but would like to say a big thank you to all the Captains for taking on the challenge.  Although we have many more male members who are willing to play in matches, at times it is still difficult to field a team due to everyone's different commitments.  Many thanks to Chris Heayberd who this year has supported the Team Captains in helping to organise the teams and to Nick Herbert for booking the courts and posting the results on our website.

AEGON TEAM TENNIS – SUMMER 2017 : Captain Nigel Jordan
This very tough event involves 4 men in a team.  Each man firstly plays a singles match – with players being pitted against the opponents in order of personal LTA ratings.  Then the 4 players form 2 doubles partnerships and play 2 traditional doubles matches.  So there are 6 rubbers per match. This is high-level competition with only the better clubs taking part.  We are in the lowest division but struggled to be competitive most of the time.  We lost 3 matches 6-0 and another by 5-1. But we also won 6-0 which meant that for the second year running we finished 5th of the 6 teams.  So a very topsy turvy season for our players.

This was very enjoyable at times but equally could be quite demoralising against the toughest opposition. I know some of our players helped out in difficult matches and I am grateful for the support of all who took part. Having asked around I don’t believe there is sufficient support to run this again next year.  So we need to find an alternative means by which to give our strongest players some singles competition if they want it.
Men's 1st team Winter 2016/17 - Captain : Steve Drew
Despite having to re-organise most of the matches due to the poor weather, we did eventually manage to win our league with some excellent tennis and teamwork:

 
	 
	4.B
	P
	W
	D
	C
	Pts

	1
	Old Wilsonians 1
	4
	3
	1
	0
	7

	2
	Wickham Park 2
	4
	2
	1
	0
	5

	3
	David Lloyd Dartford
	4
	1
	1
	0
	3

	4
	Chislehurst 1
	4
	0
	2
	0
	2

	5
	Blackheath 2
	4
	1
	1
	1
	0


 

That took us into a play off against the winners of division 4A - the Blackheath 1st team. As suspected, they were pretty good, being able to turn out several excellent players and, despite our best efforts, the nominated team were unable to come away with a victory and win the Division. However, by coming top in our league we do still gain a promotion to the dizzy heights of Division 3 for this winter, so will need further excellent match play during the coming winter to remain in that division.

 
Men's 1st team Summer 2017 – Captain : Steve Drew

My thanks to the many players who supported this team through the season. Yet again, the weather caused several problems, but we remained resolute and had some very good results in what was a strong league, winning 4 matches and drawing 3:

 
	 
	D
	P
	W
	D
	C
	Pts

	1
	Martin Dene
	10
	5
	5
	0
	14

	2
	Bexleyheath I
	10
	5
	2
	0
	12

	3
	Old Wilsonians I
	10
	4
	3
	0
	11

	4
	Hartley CC II
	10
	4
	2
	0
	9

	5
	Sundridge Park II
	10
	2
	3
	0
	7

	6
	Knockholt
	10
	2
	1
	0
	5


 

We had a wide range of players in addition to the nominated 6 and although we did struggle at times to get a team out we managed it on every occasion. There were some memorable matches and particularly pleasing victories against Knockholt, Hartley and Sundridge.

 

Men's 2nd Team Winter 2016/17 – Captain : Norman Holmes

The Winter 2017 season was rather painful, for a couple of reasons: conceding a match, never nice and actually finding it painful to play at all, my left knee is yet to recover.  That to one side, these things happen and our results could have been worse.  My thanks to Nick Herbert, Mike Gold, Roger Mathews, Derek Seston and Tim Skillicorn who all played in those closing games.

It is very good to see a young new young captain in Tim to carry the team forward, and doing very well too, he has my very fullest support.

Hazel, very many thanks for your good humour in putting up with me whilst captain.
Men's 2nd Team Summer 2017 : Captain Tim Skillicorn
Summer 2017 has been a transitional session for the 2nd team with Tim Skillicorn taking over as Captain and the selection of players that had no be playing in the teams to-date. With particular note the involvement of 3 of our junior members of the club.

 
Results
Played: 7 Matches

Won:  5

Lost: 1

Conceded: 1

In total we had 15 different players in the match’s:
Tim Skillcorn, John Goskie, Tony Howard, Mark O'Connor, Adam Stone, Oliver Harris, Jack Simmons, Elliot Dent, Jonathan Hares, Rob Kingdon, James Goskie, James Gurzey, Gareth James, John Lawrence and Derek Seston.
In summary it was a positive session with 5 wins and 1 defeat.
Learning’s for next year: The early planning put in place (with the assistance of Chris Heayberd) helped reduce the effort required for each match.

Conceding a match at the last minute meant the team were docked 3 points which resulted in dropping a place in the final positions in the league. This needs to be avoided at all costs in the future.
Men's Vets team Summer 2017 – Captain : Steve Drew

It was surprising that we struggled sometimes to get a team out for the Vets - indeed the lowlight of the season for me was having to concede a match for the first time since I took over captaincy. This means that you have some hard won points deducted. It is clearly something we must avoid at all cost in the future. Considering our difficulties, we only lost 1 match all season - a great result. We finished up winning 4, drawing 4 losing 1 and conceding 1, so overall a very solid outcome

 
	 
	D
	P
	W
	D
	C
	Pts

	1
	Sundridge Park II
	10
	7
	2
	0
	16

	2
	Catford Wanderers
	10
	4
	3
	0
	11

	3
	Gravesham II
	10
	3
	3
	0
	9

	4
	Sidcup Recreation
	10
	4
	1
	0
	9

	5
	Old Wilsonians I
	10
	4
	4
	1
	9

	6
	Hartley II
	10
	1
	1
	0
	3


I close by thanking so many players who support the club and by expressing my thanks to the great support from behind the scenes, without whose sterling efforts none of us would be able to play the competetive tennis we enjoy. So thank you particularly to Hazel (our fixtures secretary), Chris Heayberd for support in organising the teams, Nick Herbert for making the bookings and all of the rest of the committee for their hard work.
Men's Vets (Over 60s) - Captain : John Goskie
2017 was the first year Old Wilsonians had entered a team in the North Kent Men’s 60+ league and to be honest we didn’t do too well.  The competition was much better than we had anticipated and of the four teams in our division we came fourth.

Hartley were head and shoulders above anyone in the division but I feel we could and should have taken more points off the others than we did, still we managed to put out a team for all fixtures and with the club’s approval hope to be back next year.

Mixed Vets Summer 2017 -  Captain :Jim Hallums

The Midweek Mixed Vets team played 7 matches, winning one by walkover and losing the other 6. I think the ladies fared better than the men. The major factor in our performances was I believe the age bands over 45 men and over 40 women. This proved to much as we generally played people who had many years start on us. All the matches were played in a great spirit.

